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Examples on Programming:
Celebrating nature culture through local

knowledges & First Nations perspectives



Bogota, Columbia
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. CoIombia’s“iu(Llly grleelp performing arts

centre by 2032

* Celebrating First Nations and Colombian
composers, orchestras, soloists, and musical
traditions

* Celebrating climate change and Indigenous
ways of knowing.

* “Etnias-Skend” highlights 15 Indigenous
cultures linguistic-musical across Colombia &
Latin AmeriCﬁ.’
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Blé bountry Puppets (Theatre

Kimberley, Australia) is a major
outreach program that uses puppetry
and site-specific theatre to address
environmental & cultural issues in
remote Australia, bringing attention to
local endangered species

&

Barramundi, Big Country Puppets, Mulan 2021, Performed by the Paraku Rangers and John

Pujajangka-Piyirn School students, production by Theatre Kimberley. Photo by Sarah Duguid
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“The Kimberley has incredible .
intact ecosystems... Being able to
educate people about the values

of this area is an important part

of the work that we do”
Bell, Artistic Director, Theatre Kimberley)
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Great Egret, Big Country Puppets Mulan
2021, performed by the Paraku Rangers

and John Pujajangka-Piyirn School
students Phétjogr%p?w lgy Paul Hoelen




%% Jilj the Skink, Big Country Puppets, Yakanarra 2022, Performed by the
b Ngurrara Rangers and Yakanarra Community School Students, Production by

Y Theatre Kimberley. Photo by Sarah Duguid
o
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Big Country.Puppets Bidyadanga 2016, Wynston Shovellor, puppet maker,

performer and narrator Photo by Julia Rau

“The Big Country Puppets is about
celebrating the ecological
knowledge of rangers.... to bring
them into the theatre making
process... The rangers have a very
intimate knowledge of particular
stories, creatures, plants and
places, and that sets them up well
as storytellers, puppet makers and
performers. They come into
schools, talking about their work
on Country... Songs are created in
local language with students
taking part in the performances”.
(Bernadette Trench-Thiedeman, Lead Artist

and Project Coordinator, Big Country
Puppets)




Organic Theatre (Kerala, India) blends
Indigenous knowledges, organic
farming practices and drama
workshops to engage communities in
local environmental issues.
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The project is conducted over four years in multiple phases,
, = .. in which the sprouting of the seeds and harvests coincides
' ;gr with performance events which empower Indigenous
perspectives and histories, as well as highlighting
~place-specific social and environmental issues that\ngag’év?

the community over time. Y e les | o
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“I like to define it as agri plus culture, a

seamless fusion of agrarian activities
that [go] hand in hand with theatre,
music and other cultural activities”

(Sudheer in Nagarajan 2018).




Examples on Programming:

Reframing climate storytelling
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BROADWAY
CLIMATE SENSING CHANGE
SU MMIT Festival

REGISTER NOW!
VIRTUAL PANEL

CELEBRATING CLIMATE THEATER

October 4- 19 2025

Hear from theater companies and organizations, based in
NYC and internationally, that feature climate theater in

their programming. Learn about climate representation in FeStiva| Sensing Change

theater, its impact, and how theater can respond
meaningfully to the climate emergency. ) ) ) ) ’
A citywide series of public events exploring

how change is sensed, measured, and embodied
across human and more-than- human systems.
12:30 PMEST - 2:00 PM EST This interdisciplinary Festival invites artists,
scientists, and designers to examine the dynamic
processes shaping the living world. We will explore
how nature’s shifts — both visible and
imperceptible — are measured, embodied, and
LINK IN BIO understood across time.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13™

9:30 AM PST - 11:00 AM PST




The Climate
Imaginarium NYC

Centre for climate,

community, and culture
in New York City through
events, performances,
exhibits, and film
screenings.

eLIMATE WEEK AT THE

9/2% Mla-5p

Wasted Textiles: A
Story About Slow
Fashion in Film

Play is Power:
Design Your Own
Climate Game

Sustainable Stories:
Climate, Food, and
Culture through
Diverse Voices

9/28 2p-2:30p

Sustainable
Storytelling: On
and Off Camera

Climate Cafe:
Meditation and
Conversation on
Climate Emotions

9/28 3p-5p

The Chase (EP)
Release Party: A
Climate Week Jam

Scene from "Red: A
Mark Rothko Story"

9/29 1p-3p

Solarpunk &
Hopepunk: Imagine
a Better Future

| CLIMATE |

9/2% 12p-2p

A Journey Into The
Mind of a Trash
Talker: Fashion,
Film, & Art

9/28 MNa-lp

Solarpunk &
Hopepunk: Imagine
a Better Future

9/28 2:30p-3p

Imagined Futures:
Grief & Seeds

9/29 '3p-5p

Grief & Seeds:
Honoring the Past -
Creating the Future

406A Comfort Road, Governors Island



BCC ERIS MAINS FRI1/31| 7PM

O HA-HA
ALYPSE

NEW YORK’S HOTTEST CLIMATE COMEDY SHQW

FT. ROLLIE WILLIAMS (CLIMATE TOWN)
SYDNEY DUNCAN, AND MORE TBA

20% OF TICKET PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT CLIMATE DEFIANCE
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" Climate

Ebe New York Eimes @
Cafe

Can Climate Cafes Help Fase
the Anxiety of Planetary
Crisis?

——- = The groups, which are springing up across the
===  country, allow people to talk through their "
‘ emotions around environmental change.

g 9

By Lola Fadulu and Emily Schmall
Lola Fadulu reported from New York, and Emily Schmall from
Chicago.

e- . March 20, 2024 Updated 8:50 a.m. ET

Atmos

Climate Solutions

HOW CLIMATE CAFES HELP
ACTIVISTS COPE WITH ANXIETY AND
BURNOUT

11.03.2025
WORDS BY GAEA CABICO

Photograph by Zoie Kasper / Kintzing



New design & production aesthetics:
Celebrating ecological systems & bio-

materials



When the World Turns (Polyglot Theatre & t)
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‘Creating a unique biophilic environment

 that transports chlldren with complex
dlsabllltles |nﬂl:€>¢ ’the outdoors’ in a safe &

accessublg'pace —— S



Rgyst by Bodil Rgrtveit / Ingrid Askvik / Silje Kise, 2021
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Vietnamese director Pl‘ ~ M v d
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Tuan Lé’s chose

bamboo for his circus
show A O Lang Ph6
(VT ?ge to City)

H

Evokes a sense of life
in South-East Asia,
from its village of
rattan-woven boats
and woven baskets to
urban construction
sites. However, the

warmth and

authenticity of the

material also provokes

n instinctual
bnnection to the
atural world that
tends beyond its

Material and elements from nature that, through minimal processing, ese setting

reflect the local ecology or geology to create a distinct sense of place



Ingvill Fossheim (Finland)

MuohtadivggaZat, Sami Nationl Theatre
Beaivvd$, 2021. Design by Ingvill Fossheim.
Photo: Ingun Alette Maehlum.



Garments made from microbial cellulose, pigments and dyes

Celebrati Ng bio-materials made from healing berries and algae, and sustainably

sourced reindeer skins and hair.

Ingvill Fossheim’s Masters project at Aalto University Finland (2019).
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Solastalgia by Thomas Kock
premiered at Schauspiel









Krown Design’s a Tl NSRS
Temporary pavilion of |

mushroom mycelium,
reeds and agricultural

.......

The mycellum panels were Ilght portable and weII msulated for o

temperature and sound — ideal for performance. As well as hosting
a suite of theatrical events, mushrooms from the set were
harvested every day in front of an audience before being cooked
and served up as meal by a local food truck.
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awareness of food waste
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Recess Time (Practice

Tuckshop’) a lunch-time

- theatrical feast in Singapore’s
arts district. Chefs salvage

o . a—

LB ichon
unwanted produce in local

‘ shops for the menus




New design & production aesthetics:
Celebrating renewable technologies



~ Celebrating renewable
technologies

Katie Mitchell’s A Play for
the Living in a Time of
Extinction is a bold
experiment to mount a

show completely off-grid
“Usually at the Barbican

a play consumes 80,000
watts for lighting and
30,000 watts for
sound...For this show

we’re not going above

Ecoscenography as a highly
visible dramaturgical
approach to production



Lungs/Atmen at Berlin’s Schaubiihne (2013). The team
worked with Electric Pedals to stage the entire
performance using human-generated power which was

visibly controlled by the actors on stage.

Part of the novelty of Atmen was the way in which sustainability
was made uncompromisingly transparent as part of the

experience, one where Ecoscenography becomes a highly visible The electricity production was always visible...When

the male protagonist passes away at the show’s end, he
stops cycling and his lights slowly fade out. A simple yet
profound image, with plenty of room for interpretation”.

dramaturgical approach to production.




Off-the-grid dance
performance using
solar, bicycle-
powered and
kinetic energy

Design by lan
Garrett (Canada)




In FanSHEN’s production of Cheese (London, 2013), the company collaborated with a local gym to use
modified exercise bikes to power their show (stored in a transportable battery). Gym-going audiences
were given discounted theatre tickets in return for their energy contribution.

Design by Chris Gylee (UK)



Celebrating and communicating
sustainability (for any programming

or content)



CLIMZ SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTIC Hosting complimentary discussions, events,

| : displays and programme notes that vanguard a
S T production’s sustainability ethic, or using social
' G i, media to feature the ecological work of artists and
technicians behind the scenes.

People, places, things
Eco-responsibility at Duceppe y U ol

8-w s we're putting the. planet

_re@xge ;

Duceppe at the forefront of eco-
responsibility in Quebec

This autumn, Opera Goes Green! The environment lies at the heart of our next season as we prepare to stage

three fully sustainable opera productions: Verdi's , Puccini’s and
newly-created piece from Purcell by Sir David Pountney.
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OPERA-G__S GREEN
e




Poids total

PROVENANCE DU DECOR 7834 KG

BILAN D'
FECOCONGCEPTION

:"',Chimérica Duceppe | 202%R2024 N
o i ¥ L\ o A ] scéne Q\\\
- RELN | ; _ écoresponsable ®\*
a

platine

Duceppe at the forefront of eco-

STRATEGIES D'ECOCONCEPTION

responsibility in Quebec

it Being eco-responsible means creating and working differently. It means placing the reduction of
; our ecological footprint at the heart of each of our decisions, both on stage and behind the

scenes, from the first stages of designing a show to welcoming the audience.
ANTICIPATIO! ISIONNEMENT
DE LA PROCHAINE VIE RESPONSABLE
Matiores.
ponsabes

TRANSFORMATION
ET FABRICATION

https://duceppe.com/ecolo



https://duceppe.com/ecolo

Celebrating sustainability
throughbuildings and operations



Opéra Bastille Rooftop Terraces | saw more insects — including bees — here than in any other

part of Paris I've visited so far, including ground level
2,500 m2 of gardens provide hyperlocal gardens.

fruits, vegetables, and edible flowers to
the restaurants, grocery stores, and
producers of Paris.

Heat Island effect: The Opéra Bastille is

typically two to four degrees hotter than
the rest of Paris, and in the summer,
temperatures can be as many as ten
degrees hotter.

Green corridors: aid biodiversity and

migration amongst birds and insects in
Paris.



The honey produced on the roofs of the Palais Garnier

and Bastille has been appreciated by Paris lovers for
more than 30 years. Ten hives populated by several
thousand bees gather in the heart of the capital. The
honey produced is available for sale in the Paris

_Opera’s gift shops.
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National Theatre London

Natural Dye and Wellbeing
Garden

Embedding sustainability,
community engagement, and
mental wellbeing int creative and
educational practices. The garden
serves as a sensory and wellbeing
space, offering moments of calm,
connection, and creativity. The
garden provides a nurturing space
to reflect, connect, and create.




