
 

 

 To the attention of 

- Ms Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture of the European 
Commission 

- Ms Viviane Hoffmann, Deputy Director-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 
- Mr Georg Häusler, Director for Culture, Creativity and Sport (EAC.D) at DG Education, Youth, Sport 

and Culture 
- Ms Judith Videcoq, Acting Head of Unit, Creative Europe (EAC.D.2) at DG Education, Youth, Sport 

and Culture 
- Mr Walter Zampieri, Head of Unit Culture, Executive Agency (EAC.D.EACEA.B.1) at DG Education, 

Youth, Sport and Culture 
 

 
28 June 2023 

 
 
Creative Europe - Concern regarding the future application process for large-scale cooperation 
projects (Coop3) 
 
 
Dear Ms Christophidou, Ms Hoffmann, Mr Häusler, Ms Videcoq, and Mr Zampieri, 
  

It has come to our attention that the European Commission’s DG EAC is considering to launch calls for 

applications for Creative Europe large-scale cooperation projects (Coop3) only every other year, as of 
2023.  
 
We the undersigned, representing Europe’s major cultural networks, platforms, as well as organisations 
running (or planning to run) such large-scale cooperation projects, would like to express our concern against 
this proposed measure, which we strongly believe will negatively affect the impact of Creative Europe on the 
cultural and creative sectors (CCSs). Pausing the large-scale cooperation projects calls in a few months, 
without having first informed/consulted cultural stakeholders in due time, hinders the long-term efforts to 
ensure the sustainability of the sectors. 
 
We advise against this proposed measure for the following reasons:  
 

● Applying for a large-scale cooperation project with 10 pan-European partners or more requires an 
extensive long-term planning process. Preparing an application starts long before the call for proposal 
is published, which includes securing the 40% co-funding.  

 
● Large-scale projects provide an international recognition and brand for project partners and European 

funding institutions. They provide an agile framework for many organisations of different sizes to work 
together sustainably and innovatively, much beyond what would be possible for them to do at national 
level. Large-scale cooperation projects often focus on specific subjects following the EU’s key political 
priorities, often making the sectors more resilient in face of global, complex challenges.   
 

● The CCSs need long-term commitment from the EU, especially post-COVID. The European 
Commission must provide the necessary leverage for the sectors to continue thriving at all levels, 
avoiding potentially harmful decisions like pausing large-scale cooperation calls this year to then 
launch calls every second year. We need more ambitious financial support, also in view of the mid-
term revision of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). 

 
 
A much-needed scheme 
Compared to the last financial framework period (2014-2020), the CULTURE Strand of the Creative Europe 
programme 2021-2027 has opened the door to significant changes with regards to the cooperation projects 
funding line. Responses to the calls have been growing, showing there is a clear demand for cooperation 
projects, as shown by the 45% increase in the number of applications received in 2022 compared with the 
2021 call. 
  
While it appears that the small and medium stages of funding are most popular, large-scale projects fill a need 
that is not covered by other European actions such as networks or platforms, or by national funding schemes 
existing in participating countries. Indeed, European networks focus on the capacity building of the sectors, 
and European platforms promote the cross-border circulation of new European talent beyond borders through 



 

 

third parties. In comparison, large-scale projects provide a crucial framework for many organisations of 
different sizes to work together sustainably, much beyond what would be possible for them to do at 
national level. 
 
Large-scale cooperation projects are often focused on a particular topic that follows the EU’s key political 
priorities. This agile, thematic process allows for a smart way to support the needs of the sectors in real time, 
additionally to the ‘structuration effort’ that European networks and platforms are carrying out. Thanks to this 
flexible approach and budget, large-scale cooperation projects can make the sectors more resilient in 
the face of global, complex challenges. In addition, with the requirement to work with a minimum of 10 
partners in 10 countries, large-scale cooperation projects offer a greater pan-European reach than small- and 
medium-scale ones. 
  
Often, large-scale projects stem from small- and medium-scale cooperation, combined with connections that 
project partners have in the networks or platforms they are part of. Large-scale cooperation projects allow for 
partners to grow together and build sustained relationships of trust and fair practices across borders which are 
hard to achieve and can easily be questioned if they are not continued in time. Additionally, these projects 
provide an international recognition and brand for project partners, especially when they are the continuation 
of smaller actions.  
  
The need for continued support 
The CCSs need long-term commitment, especially post-COVID and the European Commission must provide 
the necessary leverage to continue thriving at all levels. We understand that the overall budget of the Creative 
Europe programme has been frontloaded, with a third of the financial envelope committed in the first two years 
of the multiannual cycle, in order to address the difficult situation of sectors that have been hit hard by the 
COVID-19 crisis. Such frontloading has produced, however, negative externalities: having constantly 
decreasing annual budgets for the second half of the programme is already putting new strains on the cultural 
and creative sectors at large, especially in light of high inflation and the spike in energy costs in the last few 
months. 
 
The Creative Europe funding should be allocated in a continuous and progressive way. Putting large-scale 
cooperation projects in place takes time and the sectors need to have the ability not only to test actions, 
but also to upscale them at EU level by having more resources available to develop individual pan-European 
projects. Applying for a large-scale cooperation project with 10 partners or more requires an extensive long-
term planning process, with the preparation of applications starting long before the call for proposal is 
published. Such preparatory activities include securing the 40% co-funding.  
 
In addition, it must be acknowledged that large-scale cooperation partners have a larger share of co-financing 
to bring to the project, thus contributing to a larger part to financially leverage the Creative Europe Programme 
as a whole. The continuity of such projects, where the EU investment acts as a guarantee, is crucial to the 
relationship building with other funders and sponsors, which are at the core of the financial leverage of the 
programme.  
 
Pausing the large-scale cooperation projects calls in 2023 to then launch them every second year can 
hinder the long-term efforts to ensure the sustainability of the sectors, especially since stakeholders 
have not been informed or consulted in due time. We need more ambitious financial support, also in light 
of the mid-term revision of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), to make Europe’s cultural and creative 
sectors thrive. 
 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
List of signatories: 
  
Marie Fol, Detlef Schwarte 
Inferno Events GmbH & Co KG (Leader Keychange) 
 
Matthias Rettner 
Aktionstheater PAN.OPTIKUM (Leader People Power Partnership) 
 
Lars Ebert 
Culture Action Europe 
 



 

 

Rachel Faulkner 
Amateo 
 
Martynas Germanavičius 
Arhitektūros fonds (Leader Open House 
Europe) 

 
Mariana Viterbo Brandão 
Arena Ensemble (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Veronika Liebl 
Ars Electronica (Leader EU Digital Deal) 
 
Marta Martins 
ARTEMREDE - Teatros Associados (Leader 
Stronger Peripheries: A Southern Coalition) 

 
Sean Doran 

Arts Over Borders (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Isabelle Battioni 
Association Art et Musique d'Ambronay, 
Centre culturel de rencontre d'Ambronay 
(Leader EEEMERGING+) 
 
Ioana Crugel 
Association des Centres Culturels de 
Rencontre 
 
Simonetta Piscaglia 
Associazione Culturale L’arboreto APS 
(Partner Stronger Peripheries: A Southern 
Coalition) 

 
Mercedes Giovinazzo 
BJCEM 
 
Jonathan Burgess 
Blue Eagle Productions (Partner Ulysses 
European Odyssey) 
 
Claudia Woolgar 
Brave New World Production (Leader Ulysses 
European Odyssey) 
 
Máté Gáspár 
Budapest Brand (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Klara Drnovšek Solina 
Bunker (Partner ACT : Art, Climate, Transition, 
Performing Landscape, Create to Connect -> 
Create to Impact) 

 
Madeline Ritter 
Bureau Ritter gUG (Leader DO-PO-DO: Dance 
On Pass On Dream On) 
 
Bruno Costa 
Bússola (Leader BETA CIRCUS Participatory 
experience, Partner Hand to hand) 

 
Ștefan Teișanu 
Cluj Cultural Center (Culture Next, Leader Art 
&Well-being) 
 

Stéphane Segreto-Aguilar 
Circostrada 
 
Jarkko Halunen 
City of Oulu (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Kerstin Evert, Laurent Meheust 
EDN 
 
Giambattista Tofoni 
EJN - Europe Jazz Network 
 
Maria Hansen 
ELIA, globally connected European network of 
Higher Arts Education (Leader NE©XT 
Accelerator) 
 
GiannaLia Cogliandro  
ENCATC 
 
Sara Turra 
ENCC - European Network of Cultural Centres 
 
François Missonnier 
Europavox (Leader Europavox) 
 
Sonja Greiner 
European Choral Association 
 
Federico Rinaldi 
European Concert Hall Organisation 
 
Simone Dudt, Ruth Jakobi 
European Music Council 
 
Daniële Streep 
Eurosonic Noorderslag 

 
Gethan Dick 
gethan&myles (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Marcus Fitzgerald 
gigmit (Leader INES) 
 
Eduardo Bonito 
Hebbeltheater Berlin Gesellschaft (Leader Big 
Pulse Dance Alliance) 
 
Teemu Mäki 
IAA Europe - International Association of Art, 
Artist Association of Finland 
 
Ása Richardsdóttir 
IETM - International Network for Contemporary 
Performing Arts 
 



 

 

Hans Schamle 
If I Can’t Dance (Leader Corpus) 
 
Kerttu Piirto 
IMZ International Music + Media Centre 
 
Ger Hatton 
Independent Music Publishers International 
Forum - IMPF 
 
Anne Appathurai 
IRCAM (Leader ULYSSES Network Project) 
 
Blasko Smilevski 
JM International 
 
Mathilde Sallez 
Le Périscope (Leader Better Live) 
 
Rosalie Gonzalez 
Lieux publics (Leader IN SITU) 
 
Iva Evguenieva 

Lindy Hop Bulgaria (Leader Swinging Europe 
Network) 
 
Audrey Guerre 
Live DMA 
 
Elise Phamgia 
Liveurope 
 
Benedict Schlepper-Connolly 
MoLI (Partner Ulysses European Odyssey) 
 
Anne Appathurai 
Musica Impulscentrum (Leader Sounds Now) 
 
Johan Oomen 
Netherlands Institute for Sound & Vision 
 
Kees van der Meiden 
Noorderlicht (Leader Sex Shooter, the 
liberation of sexual identity) 
 

Dace Resele, Krista Petäjäjärvi 
Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture 
 
Marie Le Sourd 
On the Move 
 
Annette Wolfsberger 
Paradiso Amsterdam (Leader Re-Imagine 
Europe) 
 
Silke Lalvani 
Pearle* - Live Performance Europe 
 
Janja Sesar 
Pogon - Zagreb Center for Independent 
Culture and Youth (Partner Stronger 
Peripheries: A Southern Coalition) 
 

Adèle Fourcade 
REMA 
 
Lucas Evers 
Stichting Waag Society (Leader More-than-
planet) 
 
Jacopo Lanteri 
Tanzfabrik Berlin e.V. (Leader apap - FEMINIST 
FUTURES) 
 
Massimo Mancini 
Teatro di Sardegna (Leader Wall Dialogue 
Resistance) 
 
Elena Carmona 
Teatro municipal de Girona - transversal 
(Partner Stronger Peripheries: A Southern 
Coalition) 
 
Georges Perot 
Technopolis (Leader HEMI - Hub for the 
Exchange of Music Innovation) 
 
Laura Lopes 
Tenso Network Europe (Leader CONNECT) 
 
Tiffany Fukuma 
Trans Europe Halles 
 
Walter Ligthart 
Theater Rotterdam (Leader ACT-programme, 
Partner Create to Connect) 
 
Milena Dragicevic Sesic 
University of Arts Belgrade, Faculty of 
Dramatic Arts (Partner Stronger Peripheries: A 
Southern Coalition) 
 
Alberto Pagliarino 
University of Turin - Social Community theatre 
centre (Leader Green Ethics) 
 
Rasa Antanaviciute 
Vilnius Museum (Partner Ulysses European 
Odyssey) 
 
Laura Miguel Baumann 
World Crafts Council Europe 


